POOR LAW (PATRICK BOURKE). 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons 
dated 17 February 1863 j— - for, 


A COPY “ of the Report of Dr. Brodie on the Removal of a Pauper, named 
Patrick Hour Ice, from Leeds to IVestpwt, in the County of Mayo , together 
with the Evidence on which that Report is grounded.” 


Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
21 February 1863. 


} 


B. BANKS, 

Chief Clerk. 


L — Copy of the Report of Dr. Brodie. 

(No. 3291/63.) 

Gentlemen, Westport, 6 February 1863. 

1 have the honour to report for your information, that in accordance with the 
instructions contained in your letter of the 21st ultimo. No. 1614, 1 have made 
inquiry relative to the circumstances under which Patrick Bourke was removed 
from Leeds to the Westport Union Workhouse. 

The minutes of evidence taken by me are enclosed herewith and it only 
remains for me to observe that if the statement made by Bourke to the master 
and porter of the Westport Workhouse in the presence and hearing of the 
removing officer, and assented to by the latter be correct, the Guardians of the 
Leeds Union in causing the removal of Bourke not only exceeded their powers 
but acted most unfeelingly. * 

The case is one which, in my opinion, requires to he further inquired into, 
and the Commissioners will, I have no doubt, communicate with the English 
Poor Law authorities on the subject. 

During the progress of the inquiry Lord John Browne directed my particular 
attention to the warrant of removal being in a form different from that 
generally used The magistrates in Petty Sessions did not certify that they 

a seen and examined Patt Bourke on oath.” Those warrants are generally 
on a printed form, and contain both the above statements, and a copy of the 
examination of the person to be removed. In the case now before us the 
warrant is m manuscript and a portion of the statement omitted. If Bourke 
? . been examined on oath it would probably have become apparent that he, 
navinghved for seven years continuously in the same parish in the town of 
Leeds, bad acquired a settlement there, in which case his removal would have 
been illegal. It would also have been shown that if removed at all, he ought 
to have been sent to the Claremorris, and not the Westport Union. 

I told Lord John Browne that I would not fail to submit his views to the 
i oor Law Commissioners. 

The several documents which accompanied your letter of instructions are 
enclosed herewith. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) 3 ^ 2?' Brodie. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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